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historic negotiations. They offer an unparalleled
opportunity for the Northern Ireland political
parties and the British and Irish Governments
to achieve a just and lasting settlement to the
conflict that has haunted the people of Northern
Ireland for too long. Violence can have no place
in this democratic process. For the talks to be
inclusive, as they are intended to be, the IRA
must declare and implement an unequivocal
cease-fire.

Under the skilled chairmanship of Senator
George Mitchell and his colleagues, the talks

have made useful progress. When the talks re-
convene in June, it is important that they move
quickly into substantive negotiations. I hope the
participants will return to Stormont on June 3
determined to work creatively to make real
progress. If they do, they will have my full sup-
port for the negotiations and their eventual out-
come.

NOTE: The statement referred to George J.
Mitchell, Special Assistant to the President for
Northern Ireland.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Development of Iranian Petroleum Resources
March 5, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Iran emergency declared on
March 15, 1995, pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701–1706) is to continue in effect beyond
March 15, 1997, to the Federal Register for pub-
lication. This emergency is separate from that
declared on November 14, 1979, in connection
with the Iranian hostage crisis and therefore re-
quires separate renewal of emergency authori-
ties.

The factors that led me to declare a national
emergency with respect to Iran on March 15,
1995, have not been resolved. The actions and
policies of the Government of Iran, including
its support for international terrorism, efforts to
undermine the Middle East peace process, and
its acquisition of weapons of mass destruction
and the means to deliver them, continue to
threaten the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States. Accordingly,
I have determined that it is necessary to main-
tain in force the broad authorities that are in
place by virtue of the March 15, 1995, declara-
tion of emergency.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 5, 1997.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks to a Joint Session of the Michigan State Legislature in Lansing
March 6, 1997

Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr. Speak-
er, Governor. Thank you all for that wonderful
welcome in this magnificent capitol. I’m de-
lighted to be here today with so many of your
State officials—Lieutenant Governor Binsfeld;

your State board of education president, Kath-
leen Strauss. I don’t know if Frank Kelley met
Theodore Roosevelt, but he did meet me when
I became attorney general. [Laughter] And some
days I feel about that old. I want to thank the
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